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in some detail in what they can do and what t hey can ' t d o .
Senator Johnson, your namesake, Senator Rod Johnson probably
could have informed you, there are probably t h ose who would
say this in effect amounts to lobbying and in fact might be
a part of influencing legislation. I don' t t hi nk i t wou l d .
That is not, in my opinion , t he r es p ons i b i l i t y of t he
compact. I would have no reason whatsoever to oppose that,
Senator Johnson. I would suggest that we might want to take
another l on g l o o k at everything the checkoff bo a r ds ar e
doing a n d I wou l d think that they might ve r y we l l
voluntarily agree to finance the appropriation. I can t h i n k
of many less worthwhile projects probably t hat h av e b ee n
financed by the boards over the years. So I woul d c e r t a i n l y
have no objection. I think that Senator Warner might have
s ome thought s o n that a l s o . We h a v e d i s c u s sed that in the
past a few times.

SENATOR V. JOHNSON: Thank you, Senator Schmit.

SENATOR BEUTLER: S e n a to r R o d J o h nson .

SENATOR R . JOH NSON: Mr. Pre s i d en t and members, I, of
course, rise to support the bill and to urge this body to
advance this legislation on to Select File for continued
debate. Senator Schmit has already indicated we have some
c leanup t o d o wi t h t h e b i l l b ut I am sure that we wil l be
able to accomplish that on Select File . W e h a d a l ook at
t hi s b i l l and I t h i nk the way the Agriculture Committee
looked at this, certainly there is a lot of undefined areas
in this legislation but we recognize that once again this is
another p i e ce of l e gi s l at i o n t h at might help provide some
local incentives to work together with other states to solve
some of the agricultural problems that we now have facing
agriculture in Nebraska as well as in the Midwest. This i s
another one of those legislative proposals I assume that you
could classify as a self-help piece of l egi s l a t i o n . Unde r
this situation, we are not looking to the federal government
for assistance. We are looking to cooperate with our sister
states to try and come up with some ideas o n how w e c a n
market our grain and get hopefully a better price for the
f armer and I cer t ai n l y end o r s e t h i s l egi sl at i on a nd I h o p e
t hi s b od y w i l l adv a nc e t h e b i l l . I think Senator Schmit has
looked into this much longer than I have and I am certain
t hat he ha s much more e xpertise t han I do on t h i s
legislation. One of the r easons t ha t we pu s h ed b ack t h e
sunset date to 1987 was the fact that we felt under the bill
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